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Go a collection of dragonflies (Odonata) of the nature 
reservation De Lindevallei 
by 

JAN DVORAK 

(Research Institute for Nature Management, Leer sum, the Netherlands; Fisheries Research 

Institute, Vodnany, Czechoslovakia) 

Rijksinstituut voor Natuurheheer, Mededeling nr. 23 

The material was collected in the Driessen-polder south of the town of Wolve- 
ga (south Friesland) in the period between June 15—21.1969 during an excursion 
of members of the Dutch Hydrobiological Society. The present paper contributes 
to the fragmentary knowledge of the dragonfly fauna of the province of Fries¬ 
land. 

Larvae and imagos of the dragonflies were collected along the water channel 
leading from the river Linde to the Driessen-polder and in ditches and pools 
inside the polder. The habitat has been formed as a result of the digging of peat 
in the past. The water is stagnant, but occasionally shows slow movement in the 
water channel. The bottom of the water bodies is covered by a layer of organic 
sediments. The oxygen content in the water was 2.2—5.5 mg/10 2 and 0.0—0.8 
mg 10 2 (surface and bottom respectively, and pH of the water was 6.7—7.1 
(Boonman 1969). The edges of the water channel were overgrown with Spar- 
ganium erectum L., Equisetum fluviatile L., and Typha angustifolia L., and the 
water surface with leaves of Nuphar luteuni Sm., Nytnphaea sp., and Stratiotes 
alaides L. The edges of the ditches and pools were overgrown with Typha angusti- 
folia L,, Carex sp. div., Schoenoplectus lacustris Palla, Cicuta virosa L., and Iris 
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pseudacorus L.; the water surface was mostly covered with a dense and homo¬ 
geneous growth of Stratiotes alaides L. 

The following 11 dragonfly species were found to be common at all the 
localities visited: 

Lestes sponsa (Hans.) — Larvae very abundant, especially on Stratiotes aloides\ 
imagos not observed. 

Lestes viridis (v. d. Lind.) — (1 $ ) A less common species than the previous 
one; larvae on Stratiotes, immature imagos on emergent vegetation. 
Coenagrion pulchellum (v. d. Lind.) — (18 <$ , 12 9 ) Imagos very abundant, 
copulating and ovipositing on Stratiotes. No larvae were found. 
Erythromma najas (Hans.) — (3c? > 2 $) Imagos rather abundant, flying or 
sitting on the leaves of Nup bar and Nymphaea. Larvae occasionally found 
on Stratiotes and among the inshore vegetation. 

Enallagma cyathigerum (Charp.) — Larvae only, occasionally found on Stratiotes. 
Ischnura elegens (v. d. Lind.) — (2 c?, 2 ) Imagos rather abundant, flying 

and sitting on inshore vegetation at all localities; no larvae were found. 
Brachytron pratense (Mull.) — (3 c?, 1 ?) Imagos flew among the emergent 
parts of inshore vegetation ( Typha, Schoenoplectus)', not very abundant. 
Aeshna grandis (L.) — Larvae only found on Stratiotes and some other aquatic 
plants; no imagos were observed. 

Anaciaeshna isosceles (Mull.) — (3 c?, 1 ?) Rather common at all localities; 

imagos flew along the shores and over the “open” water of pools. 

Libellula depressa L. — A single male was observed over a pool with Stratiotes. 
Orthetrum cancellation (L.) Two males were observed at the same spot as the 
previous species. 

All species listed are common or very common in stagnant or slow flowing 
waters in the Netherlands and they do not indicate any special environmental 
conditions. Most of them have been previously recorded from the Dutch Wadden 
islands and Friesland (Kiauta, 1968), whereas Anaciaeshna isosceles (Mull.) 
and Orthetrum cancellation (L.) are new to the dragonfly fauna of the latter 
province. 
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The First European Symposium on Odonatology 

At the Second Odonatological Meeting in Utrecht, the Netherlands, on Novem¬ 
ber 21, 1970, the initiative was born to organize a larger European Symposium; 
the Belgian odonatologists offered to be hosts to the gathering. 


